Before the /A//4 é
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

NOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL
Y,

/£

CcC Docket No. 93-55 /

In the Matter of

Amendment of Part 61 of the

Commission’s Rules Requiring
Metric Conversion of Tariff

Publications and Supporting

Information

s Nt M N s s e i

To: the Commission

COMMENTS OF MCI
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

MCI Telecommunications Corporation (MCI), by its undersigned
counsel, hereby comments on the Commission’s Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (Notice) in the captioned proceeding.! 1In the Notice,
the Commission proposed requiring common carriers to express
measurement information in their tariff publications in terms of
metric units.

The Commission offered carriers three options for converting

their nublished tariffs to metric nnite of meacsnrement (Noftice €

=

7). The first option would require a carrier to provide in the
general rules section of the tariff, a table for converting non-
metric units and corresponding rates to metric units. The second
option would allow the carrier to state, in the applicable rate
section of the tariff and in supporting information, the metric

unit and corresponding rate in parentheses beside the non-metric
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unit and rate. The third option would require a carrier to provide
in its tariff a conversion table for converting non-metric units
and corresponding rates into metric units and rates; the resulting
metric units and rates must be clearly shown in the tariff
publication and in all supporting information filed with the
Commission.

The Commission has asked whether it would better serve the
public interest to allow carriers to select from among the proposed
options, or to require all carriers to adhere to one method of
conversion (Notice § 9). MCI believes the public would be better
served by allowing carriers to select from among the three options
how they will meet the requirement of incorporating metric units
into their tariffs. However, in the event the Commission chooses
to require one method of conversion, MCI supports the first option,
which would require carriers to place into the general rules
section of their tariffs a table for converting non-metric units
and rates to metric units. This option accomplishes the goal of
including metric measures in the tariff but minimizes the burden of
changing all tariff provisions containing measurements.

MCI also supports adopting the proposal of allowing two years
for carriers to bring their tariffs into compliance with the
metric-conversion requirement, rather than requiring one special
compliance filing. This is especially important if the Commission
adopts the three-option method of modification because it would
allow carriers to modify their tariffs in the general course of

tariff updates. This is desirable since it would alleviate the
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burden on carriers and customers created by the conversion
requirement, without sacrificing the goal of encouraging metric

conversion.

CONCLUSION

Therefore, MCI respecfully requests that the Commission adopt
the three options for converting to metric units of measure in
their published tariffs. If only one option is selected, MCI
requests that the Commission adopt the option which would allow
carriers to incorporate a metric conversion table in the general
rules section of their tariffs. MCI further urges the Commission
to adopt its proposal of allowing carriers two years to comply with

the metric conversion obligation.

Respectfully submitted,

MCI TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION
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